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89-184

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
PREPARATIONS UNDERWAY FOR CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
CHARLESTON, IL.--Eastern Illinois University is beginning
preparations for its centennial celebration in 1995 with the
appointment of a historian and the recognition and formalization of an
official University Archives in Booth Library.
Dr. E. Duane Elbert, a professor of history at Eastern, has been
appointed by Eastern President Stan Rives to write the centennial
history of the University which will cover events beginning with the
founding of the institution in 1895.
Elbert, a native Illinoisan who has taught Illinois history at
Eastern for more than 20 years, was recommended to Rives by a selection
committee composed of faculty and administrators.
-more-

ADD 1/1/1/1

CENTENNIAL

He is also graduate coordinator of Eastern's Historical
Administration program and former president of the Illinois State
Historical Society. Since 1985, he has chaired the Illinois State
Archives Advisory Board.
Elbert said, "The centennial project will suitably culminate an
academic career devoted to state and local history. Although I have no
research files upon which to build, I believe my long-standing ties to
the local historical society helps me understand the campus and its
surrounding community. I accepted the presidential assignment with
pleasure and look forward to making a lasting contribution to the
University."
"The primary purpose of the book is to tell the story of Eastern in
an easily read and attractive format as well as to provide an
accessible reference for information about the institution," said
Rives.
It is planned that the book will consist of 200-250 pages and
contain an opening chapter surveying the past century followed by five
other major chapters containing information about Eastern's presidents,
the physical changes to the campus and town, the evolving faculty, and
the role of student life and student activities.
An epilogue and commentary about looking into the future will
comprise the seventh chapter. Each of the six major chapters will also
contain a variety of illustrations. Elbert said the book's title will
be selected later.
The completed centennial history of Eastern will be made available
in 1995 to students, alumni, interested family members, faculty,
employees and townspeople.
-more-
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In considering the plans for the centennial celebration and the
writing of the history of the first 100 years of the University, a
Centennial Committee has recommended that the University Archives be
established as a regular, ongoing program with adequate professional
staff and resources.
Dr. Wilson Luquire, dean of Library Services, said, "We now have a
search underway to fill the new position of University Archivist for
Booth Library. It is a permanent, full-time position effective July 1,
1989. The individual hired will have full managerial and operational
responsibilities for the University Archives."
The President's Council has also approved a University Archives
policy that requires all important materials of historical and research
value pertaining to the activities and functions of the University to
be deposited in the Archives, Luquire said.
"With the advent of the first 100 years of Eastern, the formal
recognition of the University Archives, the establishment of the first
formal University Archives policy by the President's Council, and the
hiring of a permanent University Archivist in July 1989, represent a
major thrust toward preserving Eastern's heritage for times to come,"
Luquire said.
He said the University Archives was established by the library, on
a voluntary basis, in 1970 and operates as the University's only record
despository program. It is the sole means by which the University is
attempting to maintain a collective historical record of its
accomplishments.
-30-

